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				Chapter 6

				Superman and the Messiah

				Superman resembles many mythical heroes and charac-ters profiled in the ancient Scriptures. But he probably is the closest imitation of the Messiah of the Hebrew people, who Christians recognize as Jesus Christ. Both faiths hold to the teachings of the Hebrew section of the Bible, which the Christians call the “Old Testament.”

					Some Hebrew people believe in the coming of a person-al Messiah, while others generally believe the Messiah is a period of peace in future history.

					Christians believe that the Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah pertain to a personal Savior, the Son of God, who is Jesus Christ.

					The Hebrew word Messiah is found in the Old Testament and the Greek word Christ is in the New Testament. Both words have the same meaning: “Anointed One.”

				Son of the Living God

				The basic tenet of Christianity is rooted in the testimonies of the apostles of Jesus Christ.

					Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16).

					The apostle Mark recorded a conversation between Jesus and the Jewish High Priest, in which the High Priest asked: “Are you the Christ, the Son of the blessed One?” “I am,” said Jesus” (Mark 14:61, 62).

					On another occasion, according to the Gospel of John, Jesus revealed His true identity to the woman at the well: “The woman said, ‘I know that Messiah is coming. When He comes, He will explain everything to us.’”

					Then Jesus declared, ‘I who speak to you am He’” (John 
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				4:25, 26).

					According to the Bible, Jesus:

				existed as Eternal God before He became man in the form of a tiny child who was born in the city of Beth-lehem.

				is history’s only perfect man.

				is all man, yet He is infinite God, too.

					The prophet Isaiah wrote that the Messiah would be both a man and God: 

				For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

				There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his king-dom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righ-teousness from then on and forevermore.

				The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this. (Isa-iah 9:6-7)

					First century Hebrews tried to kill Jesus because He called Himself God, according to the historical record in John 5:17, 18.

					Today, John 10:30 is also cited: “I and the Father are one.”

					It is maintained that the proof of the deity of Jesus lies in His very character: He never committed a single sin. The writer of the book of Hebrews testificd: “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weak-nesses, but one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). “Such a high 
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				priest meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens” (Hebrews 7:26).

					Similar statements were made by others, who knew Christ personally:

					“But you know that He appeared so that He might take away our sins. And in Him is no sin” (1 John 3:5).

					“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth” (1 Peter 2:22).

					“God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

					The Bible tells that Jesus never committed a sin, yet He sacrificed His own life as punishment for the sins of the world. But the grave could not contain Him and He rose from the dead and ascended into heaven. All who are “in Christ” share His eternal life.

					One day—perhaps in our generation—He will return to bring an end to sin and sorrow and rule as Lord and King. 	Those believers who have died will be resurrected from their graves to spend eternity with Him and those who have turned their backs on Him will not share His life, but death. 

				From Another World

				The Superman comic strip established a theme that would become a cliché in the newspaper world for countless fan-tasy hero imitations: a powerful being from another world comes to the planet earth to eventually fight against evil and

				to protect the righteous. But in eternity past, this scenario was already being worked out—not in the world of fantasy, but in the very real spiritual world.

					“You are from below;” said Jesus to a gathering of He-
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				brew people, “I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world” (John 8:23).

					The apostle Paul, in his letter to the Christians in the city of Colosse, wrote that Jesus, as Eternal God, created all things by Himself and for Himself: “For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and in-visible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him” (Colossians 1:16).

				Arrival on Plant Earth

				Superman arrived on the planet earth aboard the model space ship built by his father Jor-El.

					This story line was a pretty far-out idea back in the ’thir-ties when the comic strip first came out. Today, though, in-terplanetary flight isn’t nearly the science fiction kind of ad-venture it was once held to be. We have landed unmanned space vehicles on other planets, and many people feel it is only a matter to time until man sets foot on the soil of an alien planet.

					Nearly two thousand years before Jerry Siegel conceived the notion to do a comic strip about his Superman, history’s only real superman—Jesus Christ—visited our planet. The beautiful story of His coming—the “Christmas Story”—is recorded in the gospel according to Luke:

					An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. To-day in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).

					The birth of Jesus is perhaps the most heralded birth in all of history. And, yet, there was nothing medically unusual 
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				about His actual birth. He was born just like most babies at that time in that part of the world. What is very unusual, however, is that the mother of Jesus, Mary, is said to have been a virgin, and that the Spirit of God actually conceived Jesus in her womb. That is to say that Joseph, the future hus-band of Mary, was not the biological father of Jesus. The true father of Jesus is said to be Almighty God Himself.

				Plan, Ordinary People

				Clark Kent’s parents—Martha and Jonathan—were just plain, ordinary people who lived in a quiet little mid-western town called Smallville.

					Jesus’ earthly parents were ordinary, too. His mother, Mary, was a simple Hebrew maiden and his father, so to speak, was Joseph, a carpenter. Shortly after the birth of Je-sus, they settled in a little town called Nazareth. It was the Smallville of its day.

					Both sets of parents raised sons who, it is said, had exist-ed previous to their coming to the planet earth. Both sets of parents were righteous, common people. But the similarities don’t stop there. Both mothers had the same name.

					Actually, the mother of Superman was called by three names. Her most recent name is Martha, but she was called Sarah in the George Lowther novel, Superman. Her third name, and perhaps her ﬁrst one, has been brought to light by E. Nelson Bridwell, editor of National Periodical Comics, in his introduction to the anthology, Superman from the Thir-ties to the Seventies: “Mrs. Kent had been originally named Mary.”

					A coincidence?

					There is also an interesting religious bent to the name of Superman’s father, Jonathan. The name in Hebrew means, literally, “Yahweh (God) has given.”
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					Look at Superman’s alter-ego, Clark Kent: bungling, introverted, mild-mannered reporter. Why did Superman suffer such humiliation when he didn’t have to‘? After all, he was Superman! He could have been king of the whole world!

					Long before Superman was even a concept, Christianity maintains that God become a man in the form of baby Jesus. Why did God choose to become the son of common people on earth? Why didn’t He choose to be the son of royalty? Why did He choose to become a totally dependent baby, in the ﬁrst place‘? And then grow up, learning the trade of a humble carpenter?

				A Man of Super Sorrows

				Jesus lived His life in total, literal fulfillment of prophecies of the Messiah as they were recorded by the writers of the ancient Hebrew Scriptures. For example, Jesus fulfilled to a “T” this very specifically detailed prophecy which was writ-ten more than seven hundred years before His birth:

					Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

					For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty that we should look upon Him. Nor appear-ance that we should be attracted to Him. He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide their face. He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.

					Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him strick-en, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon 
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				Him, and by His scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.

					He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He did not open His mouth. By oppression and judgment He was taken away; and as for His generation, who consid-ered that He was cut off out of the land of the living, for the transgression of my people to whom the stroke was due? His grave was assigned to be with wicked men, yet with a rich man in His death; although He had done no violence, nor was there any deceit in His mouth.

					But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; if He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, and the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in his hand.

					As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; by His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, as He will bear their iniquities.

					Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will divide the booty with the strong; because He poured out Himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and interceded for the transgressors (Isaiah 53:l12).

					This passage tells the entire story of the coming of Christ to earth: His suffering for mankind, His perfectness, His per-secution, and His pitiful cruciﬁxion.
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				The Super Servant

				Superman served mankind also—in two interesting ways: First, he was the champion of righteous man and upheld the laws of protection. Second, as Clark Kent, he was a reporter who communicated things of importance to the readers of The Daily Planet.

					Jesus came to the planet earth to do similar tasks. He, more than any other person in history, stood for the laws of God. Only Jesus could live a life of perfection that never once violated a single commandment of God. But Jesus also was a kind of reporter in His time: wherever He went He communicated things of importance ... things that were of vital interest and need to everyone.

					Jesus told people He was the Son of God and that they should repent of their wicked ways and believe in Him and follow Him, and He would forgive them of their sins, grant them eternal life, and change their lives for the better.

				Supernatural Power

				A few pages back, we read in Matthew 28:19, a passage of-ten cited with regard to the Trinity—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. According to Trinitarian the-ology, within the Trinity is concentrated complete, supreme power. Jesus never has need of power outside the Godhead, because He is the source of all power. He is the Creator of all things. He is all-knowing and has all-presence. He knows all things about the past, present, and future, and never needs to learn. Since He is all-knowing, He must be in all places at all times. Nothing exists nor takes place without His knowing about it or without His being there. He was a peacemaker be-cause He upheld the laws and commandments of God. And, He is eternal.

					Superman’s source of power is said to be the sun. Per-
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				haps this is a throw-back to pagan religions which held that the sun was really a powerful, life-giving god that command-ed to be worshiped.

					Unlike Jesus, Superman cannot be in all places at the same time. He can fly several times faster than the speed of light and leap to the far corners of the universe. But he can still only be one place at a time. And, while he has many super senses, he does not know all things.

					Jesus claimed to give eternal life on numerous occasions. The apostle John recorded His words: “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

					Again, Jesus stressed the point, in John 10:28: “I give them eternal life.”

					Not only can Jesus give eternal life, the Bible tells that He can bring the dead back to life—such as when He raised Lazarus from the grave. You can read this amazing story in John 11:1-44.

					Superman, on the other hand, could not keep his own father from dying. In the 1973 origin story, there is the death scene of Jonathan Kent. Clark Kent, then a teenager, is seen sobbing with his head on the chest of his dead father. “He—he’s gone!” sobs Clark. “I’m the mightiest being on earth—yet all my super-powers couldn’t save him!”

					Jesus performed many amazing miracles that Superman could not come close to duplicating. In Matthew 4:23-24, we read where Jesus healed multitudes of people. Jesus calmed storms, walked on the water, walked through walls, con-rolled the wind and the sea, forgave people of their sins, and cast out demons.

					In the end, Jesus died for the sins of the world. Then, af-ter three days, He rose triumphantly from the grave and not long afterwards ascended into heaven. He alone is the giver 
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				of life and has power to take it and to give it: “No one takes it [life] from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again” (John 10:18).

					The closest Superman can come to duplicating this life-giving and life-taking unique quality of Jesus is when he has feigned death by somehow causing all his vital functions to cease, temporarily, then cause them to start up again at will.

					Superman is only a product of fantasy, and we need to keep that in perspective as we compare him with real men. Jesus Christ, we must bear in mind, too, actually walked the face of the earth—moreover, He is alive, in heaven, at this very moment! Yet, there are so many people who ignore the reality of Christ and relegate Him in the same make-believe world of Superman.
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